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FAMILY OF JOSIAH AND LAMIRA WEST 
PHOTO 1914 


1 Constance Erickson West 
2 Paul West 

3 Helen West 

4 Johan Sefrin Johnson 

5 Rose Ora West Johnson 

6 Myrtle (Ted) Johnson 

7 Wallace (Bud) Johnson 

8 Pearl (Ross) Schafer West 
9 Willis Josiah West 

10 Chester Willis West 


11 Lawrence Churchman Peterson 
12 Lamira Harrison West 

13. Violet Lamira West 

14 Carl Olney Peterson 

15 Josiah West 

16 Marjory Peterson 

17 Christian Peterson 

18 Mary Lamira West Peterson 

19 Marion Maud Fulkerson 

20 Pearl Fulkerson 


21 Daisy Evangeline West Fulkerson 
22 Gilbert Holt Fulkerson 

23. Thomas West Fulkerson 

24 John Calvin Adams 

25 Marie Cecile Adams 

26 Violet West Adams 

27 George Adams 

MISSING FROM PHOTO: 
Theodore Parker West (deceased) 
Lloyd Garrison West 

Maud and Anson Prescott, Julian 
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THE MORNING OREGONIAN 
Portland, Oregon 
December 1, 196 


PASSING OF LANDMARK: Gld Glatsop Home Razed 
Tower of West House Near Seaside 
Long Known to Travelers on Coast; 
Ancient Timbers to Be Used Again 


ee _ By Ruby Kelley A 


Free Lance Writer 


Wrecking of one of the oldest landmerks in Oregon, one of Clatsop county's 
pionesr homes, was undertaken recently by Harley Bennett and William G.Ramsey, 
who purchased the place and expect to build homes for themselves with the sale 
vaged lumber. 


The famous old house, situated eight miles north of Seaside on lol 
was built by the noted pioneer, Josizh iiest, in 1590, consistedof 2$ stories, 
and a tower, and contained 1 rooms. Its razing calls to mind interesting 
history and the colorful career of its builders 


In 1646 lines of demarkation between British and American land in the orth- 
west were established, and in 1850 donation land claims were surveyed. In the 
memtime, squatters settled mich of the land. 


Harriett Kimbell, later Mrs. John Jewett, whose first husband was kilied in 
the Whitman massacre, was taken captive by the Indians and held for 4 time at 
the Whitman Mission. Later, Mrse Kimbeli, ani children, met John Jevett and 
children ata sccial affair in innton, and soon after Mrs. Kimbell became Mrse - 
Jom Jevette With 20-dollar gold pieces she had hidden in her belt when cap- 
tured bythe Indians, Mrce Jewett purchased squatters' rights to a large tract 
of land on what is now know as Clatsop Plains. This tract later became the 
Harriett end John Jewett donation land claim. ‘The patent for the land clain ~ 
was es one Jomson, then president of the United Statese This claims” 

a contained 2000 acres and extended from Gallaby Lake on the cust to the Pacific 
Ocean on the west, and a mile and a half north ani southe 


John and Harriett Jewett later sold the property to their sons, Byron Kin- 
bell and Thomas Jewett, who in turn sold it to Josiah West in 1872, for the sum 
of $3000. West was advised against the purchase of this land as it was said to 
be worn out by the squatters to such an extent that it “wouldn't even sprout a 
pea." 


West was born in New York in 1831 and came west on horseback in 1652. Hrs. 
West, formerly Lamira Harrison, came west in 1846 in a covered wagon via the 
Barlow trail, when two years of age. They were married in Washington county, 
and after farming for a time in Washington, near Spokane, they came to Clatsop 
Plains in 1873. 


SHIP: Beached Conveniently 


In 2 house situated on the site of the one built by West, six of their 
nine children were born. when West decided to build in 1590, a ship, the 
Carnesmoore, was beached. It wasloaded with barrels of cement which had 
hardened. These West used as foundation blocks. They were set upon mud 
silis sunk five or six feet in the grounds, then more sills were placed 
upon the barrels to form a strong foundation for the house, which West said, 
would take acre and a half with it if it was blow over in a sou'westere 


The sills hand-hern of redwood and cedar, and square nails were used in™ 


the structure. The tower rose 20 feet above the main structuree 


The West farm was said to be "a beehive of industry," the chief occupa= 
tion being dairying. At one time a crew of nine men milked 90 head of cows 
by hand. West also owned his own cheese factory, situated near his farm house, 
raised purebred stock and bred fine rate horses, and was, according to his 
daughter, Mrse Js S. Johnson, "quite a sport in his younger dayse" He was 
spoken of by some as "King of Clatsop Plains." He began the practice in the 
locality of applying fertilizer to the soil so badly worn out by the squatters. 
At an agriculturel meeting held in Astoria, a discussion on the way of exter= 
minating velvet grass was held, and West, who had been cutting it for hay and 
pasturing his steck upon it for years, rose and saids “Gentlemen, I have 
Yeised nine children on velvet grasse" 


EMPLOYEZSs 


Numerous to Keep 
Big Farm Operating 


Throughout the year an average of from four to nine hired men were kept on 
the farm in addition te a number of school boys, with more help during the har- 
vest seasons. ‘est owied @ prune orchard near Salem, and each year he took 
Clatsop Plains boys to harvest his prunes and see the fair at the same time. 


Latein life West plented 2 cranberry field on his property, and lived to 
it produce, later selling it to E. i. Anderson, now one of the leading growers 
of the areas West donated a railroad right-of-way with the condition that a 
flag station always be: maintzined at West Statione fhe original West estate 
has been divided and subdivided into many tracts of various sizese Many fine 
homes have been’ built and are being built on the beautiful West lake, which was 
a@ part of the original estate. Several cranberry bogs were planted in this 
area and it contains McKnight's poultry farm, one of the largest in Clatsop 
County. Several dairy farms are situated here, one being owned by Mre and Mrse 
Je Se Johnson, daughter ani son-in-law of Josiah tiest. west hatchery, owned by 
Mr. and Mrse Fe ©. Welch, is doing a thriving businesse Recently, a grocery 
store, a cafe, ani a garage have been built at an intersection of the old and 
new highway which eliminates West curves 


=-3- - 


The West family included: Mary (iirse Chris veterson), deceased; L. GS. “est 
(deceased); W. J. West of Kimberly, Ors Maud (Mrs. Anson Prescott), Clatsop 
Plains; Daisy (Mrs. Pe Fulkerson), Seaside; Rose (Mrs. J. Se Johnson), Clatsop 
Plains; T. Pe West (deceased); Pe He test, Seaside; and Violet (Mrse Harold 
See), Clatsop Plains. Mre Wost sent each child w school as long as the child 
was willing to attend. To each of his 13 grandchildren, he willed a {1000 
educational fund. Two more have been added to the list since his death in 
1916 (sic). (This date should be 1920--V.K.) 


~ Sse ''""Copled by Violet West Kaser, daughter of Willis Josizh test, from newspaper 
files of the Multnomah County Public Library = 7/9/Ts 
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400 East 59 St 
New York, N. Y. 
4“pril 12, 1948. 


Dear Maude and Anson, 


Gosh, I owe “nson two letters - or at least one and a half! He wrote me a short 
letter saying that he was sorry about my neuritis ( though it is arthritis that is 
my downfall) and then the nice newsy one about all the things that you wer both 
doing. It was fun to get them both but I have been in the throes of g etting 

. of the Scarsdale h ouse. Now that is behind me ami I also have done my New 
rk State income tax and I have sat me down at the tyewriter to try and wipe 

; a few enemies who think I am shiftless and good-for-nothing. Now I am go- 

‘to try to fool them and make out like it is just that I have been busy! 


uppose that you are really busy with gardens in Oregon by now - everybody 
Westchester seems to be having things spaded up_ready for planting and I am 
e that you are ahead of them. Patty says that up near the north pole, where 
e Weises now live, they don't plant till late inMay or early in June. You 


ght to be having wonderful garden peas before they start planting? 


It is wonderful that Maude is planning to come on for the new Prescott. lt 
really ought to be my job but my joints rebel. I am hoping to get down to see 
them soom but will probably have to talk Betty in to going with me as I should 
not be able to do all that driving. Anundred miles is about the most I have 
done and then I got out twice and exercised my leg for a while, My leg really 
is doing better as this goes to print and I am not complaining n the contrary 
I am very grateful that it is not the kind of arthritis that makes it impossible 
to bend my leg at all. One of my classmates has to be car: ed downstairs by 2 

. “Thate to figure how many of them/dt!woule take 


to transport me. 


Bruce and Vivian don't know when they are going to get in their little G.E. house, — a 


They were supposed to be in before this but not only is the house far from 

r eady, but the road is all torn up and they couldn't possibly get the furniture~ 
to the house, I do hope they will hurry it up and that they will be in by the 
end of the month - but I am discouraged, At present they are with Vivian's 
family and later they are coming to stay here for a while. 


isn't tussia acting like a problem child? I hope that this draft doesn't mean 

_ that they will call back the army and navy officers and that Julian may be sent 
back to Europe and Bruce sent’ somewhere too. I am hoping that Julian will be 
safe on account of his having been over for so long. Brey promise not to draft 
men over twenty six or married men, but of wurse the officers are all in reserve 


-* and do not need to be drafted. They have already sent notices to the chaplains 


that they may be called up, I do hate the way a few leaders in all the cottri 
have all the rest of us by the tail. How do eS suppose we'd make out Eel 
any leaders? I guess that might be bad too, but it seems as thoughtthere ought 
to be some way of not having millions run by dogens. I am sure the Russian people 
would hate a war as much as our people would, But the statesmen get so stuffy ‘ 
about their rights and pribvileges - and I think they are all scared too, Me, too! 


Is this the season when you get the clams and the crabs and all? Jean. 
made my mouth water with you shell fish. > ete 


Love to you toth and I hope that I'll see Maude ( a A 4 
this summer, iS ({ and Anson if he comes along) 


Vet 
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‘Daisy West Fulkerson, a? 
Clatsop county resident. for 
most of her 94 years, died No- 

,.vember 5.in an Astoria nurs*" 
, jing home. She, wasborn Ap= 
“iil 8, 1876,. at her ‘famiily’ 
home in the Clatsop) P} ains 
;area now knows as West Lake” 
| and, was the last surviving trent’ 
iber of the fainily of nine chil~” 
dren of pioneet ‘settlers fosiah ‘*' 
- and Lamira Harrison West, «“ 
*- Mrs, Fulkerson attended the 
Clatsop school on what is now 


-Dellmoor-road.and « graduated: 
ANTS Eos HOR HE OFEgoR NODE 


{mal school if Monmouth, afe’” 
‘ter which’ she taught school for‘ 
“several years, ~~ > = 
In 1900,"she and Pearl Ful- | 
kerson were married in Astor- 
iia, Other than for several 
\yeats in which they lived’ in 
Portland and Central Oregon, 
‘their home had been in) the ‘| 
|Seaside area, They operated” ‘ 
.'a dairy farm two, miles south” 
‘of Seaside from 1915 to 1939,'. 
“when Mr,! Fulkerson ‘retired 
. and they moved to Seasid 
> (Mr, Fulkerson ‘died in: 1953 
‘Mrs, Fulkerson was a mem 
* bet of the Spanish-American.‘ 
“Wat Veterans auxiliary, > '\° 
She is survived by two sons; ., 
Gilbert H. Fulkerson, Cres-' . 
“cent City, Calif, and Thom- 
‘as W, Fulkerson, Oroville, . 
‘Calif, ; two daughters, Mar.’ 
ion M, Fulkerson, Séaside, 
and Mrs, M. L, (Carmen) 
Campbell, Portland; - four 
grandchildren, ~six, great-grand-se 
¢ *Ehildten and’ four great-greatal™ 
‘grandchildren, § @ 30 iat 0° 82) 
'.. Mrs, Fulkerson was the 
granddaughter of John and May. , 
’ Harrison, who brought their” 
family from Iowa to Oregon in 
, 1846 by wagon trainon the 
“Oregon Trail, By the time © 
they reached The Dalles;, ap-/* 
proximately six months after 
Starting, most of their live =, 
* stock had died or was lo&t, 
ite Lamira Harrison, then 2$ eer . 
Seen ld shad td Walk’ mostiof th 
NS “way over the Barlow “Trail”: 
"atound the south side of, Mt, | 
Hood to Oregon City,, © The 
family settled in Washington ~ 
county, a few miles from Hil- 
Isboro, f Sn 
Josiah West was born in’. 
* Castle ‘Creek, N.Y., in 1831,. ye 
-He and a brother came to Qre- | 
|, .0n, on horseback in 1852, He: % 
Stand’ MissHaitison; were tm at 
ee rere ton cou eine’ 
sires 1 fédvin Washing 245 
tov and Colitbia commend 
Eastern Washington until 1872, 
when they purchased the Jew-  : 
\ ett donation land ‘claim’ on’: 
ce ' | Clatsop Plains, © 583! 
'. Other gons and daughters of 
Mr, and Mrs, Josiah West were 
_Mary W, Peterson, Hillsboro; _ 
Loyd G, West, Browhsville; - 
Willis J, West, Seaside; Maud 
“W, Prescott, Clatsop Plains; 
Rosé W, Johnson, Seaside;Par- 
ker West, West Lake; Paul H, 
West, Seaside, and Violet W. 
. See, Clatsop Plains, Mr, and 
Mrs,, West had 19 grandchil- 
dren, A mira | 
' Setvices'fot Mrs, Fulkerson 2 
wete conducted Tuesday ‘after-'.*, 
fioon in the Chapel in the Sun-** 
set, Interment was inthe fam-(') 
ily plot in Ocean View ceme- = + 
tery, hohe 


Dail bearers were. fultan 


Pall bearers were fullar ; 


Prescott,’ Chester West, Bud "| 


. Johnson, Bud Glark, PaulSee 
and Henry Hanson, 7. 


Daisy West Fulkerson, a Clatsop county resident for most of her 9h years, 
Died November 5 in an Astoria nursing home. She was born April 8, 1876, at her 
family hone in the Clatsop Plains area now known as wextxkuke West Lske and was the 
last surviving member of the family of nine children of pioneer settlers Josiah and 
Lamira Harrison West, 

Mrs. Fulkerson attended the Clatsop school on what is now Dellmoor road 
and graduated in 1894 from the Oregon Normal school in Monmouth, after which she taught 
school for several years, ‘ ‘ 

In 1900, she and Pearl Fulkerson were married in Astoria. Other than for 
several years in which they lived in Portland and Central Oregon, there home had been 
in the Seaside area. They operated a dairy farm two miles south of Seaside from < 


1915 to 1939, when Mr. Fulkerson retired and they moved to Seaside, Mr. Fulkerson 


ee 


died in 1953. 

Mrs. Fulkerson was a member of the Spanish-American War Veterans Auxiliary. 

She is survived by <cwo sons, Gilbert H. Fulkerson, Crescent City, calif, 
and Thomas W. Fulkerson, Oroville, Calif.; two daughters, Marion M. Fulkerson, Seaside, 
and Mrs. M, L. (Carmen) Campbell, Portland; four grandchildren, six great grandchildren 
and four great great grandchildren, 

Mrs. Fulkerson was the granddaughter of John and Mary Harrison, who brought 
their family from Iowa to Oregon in 1846 by wagon train on the Oregon Trail. By the 
time they reached kbm The Dalles, approximately six months after teawknxg starting, 
most of their livestock had died or was meer and they had only one ox to pull a cart 
piled high with family belongings, Lamira Harrison, then 2% years old, had to walk 
most of the way over the Barlow Trail around the south side of Mt, Hood to Oregon City. 
The family settled in Washington county, a few miles from Hillsboro. 

Josiah Wiest was Born in Castle Creek, N. Y., in 1831. He and a brother ‘mie 


to Oregon on horseback in 1852. He and Miss Harrison were married in Washington county 


ee ee 


3--- 


in 1864. They lived in Washington and Columbia counties and Eastern Washington 
until 1872, when they purchased the Jewett dona&ion land claim on Clatsop Plains. 
Other sons and daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Josiah West were Mary W. Peterson, 
Hillsboro; Loyd G. West, Brownsville; Willis J. West, Seaside; Maud W. Prescott, 
Clatsopf{ Plains; Rose W. Johnson, Rose W. Johnson, Seaside; Oarker West, West Lake; 
Paul H. West, Seaside, and Violet W. See, Clatsop Plains, Mr. and Mrs. West had 19 
grandchildren. 
Services for Mrs. Fulkerson were conducted Thamszay Tuesday afternoon ak in 
the Chapel in the Sunset. Interment was in the family plot in Ocean View remhurx, 
Cemetery. 


---jp--- 


